[bookmark: _GoBack]Engineering Ethics 
GNAR Writing Assignment


Due date: Sunday, July 12 at 11:59 pm
Suggested Length: 3-4 pages, not including references
Point Value: 100 points

You have been asked to contribute a position paper to a panel studying Genetics–Nanotechnology–Anti-aging–Robotics and the future. Please select one of the four areas and write a paper about some of the advancements that may occur in the next 20 years (2040) in this area, and whether we should move forward and develop or whether we should not pursue and develop these particular technology/ies. (And yes, there is room between these two positions; that is, we should develop a limited version of the technology… or we should develop this but not this…)

Note that you can write about more than one technology, but please explain the particular connection between these technologies. Please don’t try to cover all of the technologies. 

Please treat Bill Joy’s article as the foundation for our exploration of these topics. Does the future need us?

Some discussion of how the profit motive may drive research and development of this technology (these technologies) would be appropriate, but it is not required. (Why are we developing some of the technologies? One reason is that companies can make money by 

Make sure you address in your paper ethical questions about the particular area you are examining: 

• What consequences or principles, including rights, or obligations are especially relevant in regards to the particular technology you are discussing? What is your ethical position regarding this technology?

• What rules, if any, would you put into effect to guide the development of these technologies? That is, a Rule Utilitarian perspective may need to be employed on a societal or global level to develop the rules and guidelines to make sure we don’t follow a wrong path. (For examples, we may need to slow down or halt research and implementation of a proposed advancement, or we may need to ensure that everyone has access to certain developments, or we may need to enact restrictions on a particular advancement.) Please refer to Some Notes on Human Cloning for more discussion of a Rule Utilitarian approach.

Some observations:

• Don’t feel that you need to cover every possible advancement. Select the ones you believe are the most likely or the most interesting or the most controversial.

• Your primary sources are the articles we read and the videos we watched. You can argue directly for or against – or some combination of the two – the ideas proposed by these sources. These primary sources do not need to be cited unless you include a quotation or statistic from a particular article.

If you use other sources, please cite these sources; include parenthetical citations as needed and a Bibliographical listing. You can find information on how to cite references at 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
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